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will be of use to us as laymen, and which, will conduce to our welfare in this world, and for our happiness in the world to come, pray declare unto us that doctrine.'
The Lord spoke and said: c Vyaggapajja, by the observation of these four doctrines the layman will be enabled to lead a virtuous life in this world, and in the life hereafter enjoy a happy life. What are these four ?
6 They are :
1.  Perseverance.
2.  Protection of wealth.
3.  True friendship.
4.  Frugality.
' What, 0 Vyaggapajja, is perseverance ? In this world, Vyaggapajja, whatever profession a layman may pursue for his sustenance, be it either agriculture, or commerce, or cattle-farming, or fencing, or statesmanship, or any other profession, such as smithy and pottery, and gain his livelihood by being efficient in these arts, and unremitting in his endeavours, and if he watch the right time to do a piece of work and do it at the proper time, or without sloth if he cause the work to be done at the proper time and supervise it, he judges and acts wisely. Acquisition of wealth or achievement of success, 0 Vyaggapajja, by persistent effort and unremitting energy in this manner, is called perseverance.
'What, 0 Vyaggapajja, is protection of wealth ? Vyaggapajja, a layman may have wealth acquired by constant diligence, by the strength of his limbs, by the sweat of his brow, by well-concerted plans, and by right means of livelihood. One shall then consider : this wealth acquired by me I shall pro-